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an ink-supply tank formed with an ink-supply 
delivery port having an opening for the passage of ink from said 
ink-supply tank; and 

an ink absorbing member formed of a porous material 
mounted within said ink-supply tank and havincf a surface [region] 
facing said opening of said ink-supply delivery port, at least the 
entire reaion of said ink absorbinq member at said surface facing 
said opening of said ink-supply delivery port being compressed so 
as to chancre the porosity of said recrion relative to at least 




another region of said ink absorbing member. 




JQ( 0 J2rS'. (Twice Amended) An [The] ink-supply system [of 
claim 25. whereinl for a dot matrix printer comprisincr: 

an ink-supply tank formed with an ink-supply 
delivery port havina an openincr for the passaae of ink from said 




ink-supply tank; and 

an ink absorbina member formed of a porous material 
mounted within said ink-supply tank and havina a reaion facina said 


openina of said ink-supply delivery port, at least the reaion of 


said ink absorbina member facina said opening of said ink-supply 


deliverv port beina compressed relative to at least another reaion 


of said ink absorbina member, said ink absorbing member [carries] 


carryina substantially all of the ink in said ink-supply tank when 
said ink-supply tank is filled to the designed capacity of the ink- 
supply tank[, said ink-supply tank including an inner wall surface 
having projections to provide a space between said ink absorbing 
member and said wall surface] . 

Iq'Y (Amended) The ink supply system of claim >9, said 
ink-supply tank includina an inner wall surface havina proiections 


to provide a space between said ink absorbina member and said wall 
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surface and including means for providing ambient air to the space 
between said ink absorbing member and said wall surface. 



(Twice Amended) An ink-supply system for a dot 
matrix printer, comprising: 

an ink-supply tank formed with an ink-supply 
delivery port having an opening for the passage of ink from said 
ink-supply tank and a wall facing said ink-supply delivery port; 
and 

an ink absorbing member substantially filling said 
ink-supply tank and being formed of a porous material mounted 
within said tank, said ink absorbing member having a region facing 
said opening and being compressingly contained in the space defined 
between said wall facing said ink-supply delivery port and said 
ink-supply delivery port so that at least the region of the ink 
absorbing member facing said opening is compressed relative to at 
least another region of the ink absorbing member. 



22 (Twice Amended) An [The] ink-supply system [of 

claim 39, wherein] for a dot matrix printer, comprising: 

an ink-supply tank formed with an ink-supply 
delivery port having an opening for the passage of ink from said 



ink-supply tank and a wall facing said ink-supply delivery port; 
and 

an ink absorbing member formed of a porous material 
mounted within said tank, said ink absorbing member having a region 



facing said opening and being compressingly contained in the space 
defined between said wall facing said ink-supply delivery port and 



said ink-supply delivery port so that at least the region of the 
ink absorbing member facing said opening is compressed relative to 



at least another region of the ink absorbing member, said ink 
absorbing member [carries] carrying substantially all of the ink in 
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said ink-supply tank when said ink-supply tank is filled to the 
designed capacity of the ink-supply tank[, said ink-supply tank 
including an inner wall surface having projections to provide a 
space between said ink absorbing member and said wall surface] . 

fttf Jt^T. (Amended) The ink supply system of claim ^ti, said 
ink supply tank includincr an inner wall surface havina projections 




to provide a space between said ink absorbinq member and said wall 


surface and including means for providing ambient air to the space 
between said ink absorbing member and said wall surface. 




diJ^T. (Amended) The ink-supply system of claim *3-4, 
T wherein said projections are formed inl and including an inner 
wall surface of said wall of said ink-supply tank facing said ink- 
supplv delivery port havina projections to provide a space between 
said ink absorbing member and said wall surface. 










> 


(Twice Amended) An ink-supply system for a dot 
matrix printer head comprising: 

an ink-supply tank; 

an ink absorbing member formed of a porous material 
contained within said ink-supply tank; and 

means projecting into said ink-supply tank and 
formed with an opening for receiving and transmitting ink from said 
ink absorbing member for delivery to said printer head, said ink 
absorbinq member havina a r reaion 1 surface facincr said openina P at 
least the entire reaion of said ink absorbing member at said 
surface facing the opening of said ink receiving and transmitting 
means being compressed so as to chanae the porosity of said reaion 
relative to at least another region of the ink absorbing member. 












YO -&6< (Twice Amended) An [The] ink supply system [of 
claim 48. wherein] for a dot matrix printer head comprisinq: 
an ink-supply tank; 
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an ink absorbing member formed of a porous material 
contained within said ink-supplv tank, said ink absorbing member 
[carries] carrying substantially all of the ink in said ink-supply 
tank when said ink-supply tank is filled to the designed capacity 
of the ink-supply tank[, said ink-supply tank including an inner 
wall surface having projections to provide a space between said ink 
absorbing member and said wall surface] ; and 

means projecting into said ink-supply tank and 
formed with an opening for receiving and transmitting ink from said 
ink absorbing member for delivery to said printer head, said ink 
absorbing member having a region facing said opening, at least the 
region of said ink absorbing member facing the opening of said ink 
receiving and transmitting means being compressed relative to at 
least another region of the ink absorbing member . 

7 / (Amended) The ink supply system of claim "5*, said 
ink supply tank including an inner wall surface having projections 
to provide a space between said ink absorbing member and said wall 
surface and including means for providing ambient air to the space 
between said ink absorbing member and said wall surface. 

y£ (Twice Amended) An ink-supply system for a dot 

matrix printer, comprising: 

an ink-supply tank formed with an ink-supply 
delivery port having an opening for the passage of ink from said 
ink-supply tank; and 

an ink absorbing member substantially filling the 
ink-supply tank and being formed of a porous material mounted 
within said tank, said ink absorbing member having a region facing 
said opening and being compressingly contained by the ink-supply 
tank against the ink-supply delivery port so that at least the 
region of the ink absorbing member facing said opening is 
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compressed relative to at least another region of the ink absorbing 
member . 












77 (Twice Amended) An [The] ink-supply system [of 
claim 63, whereinl for a dot matrix printer, comorisina: 

an ink-supply tank formed with an ink-supply 
deliverv Dort havina an openina for the oassaae of ink from said 




ink-supply tank; and 

an ink absorbina member formed of a porous material 
mounted within said tank, said ink absorbina member havina a reaion 


facina said openina and beina compressinaly contained bv the ink- 


supply tank aaainst the ink-supply delivery port so that at least 


the reaion of the ink absorbina member facina said openina is 


compressed relative to at least another reaion of the ink absorbina 


member, said ink absorbina member ["carries! carryina substantially 
all of the ink in said ink-supply tank when said ink-supply tank is 
filled to the designed capacity of the ink-supply tank[ , said ink- 
supply tank including an inner wall surface having projections to 
provide a space between said ink absorbing member and said wall 
surface] . 

77 

Y$ J**?' (Amended) The ink supply system of claim said 
ink supply tank includina an inner wall surface havina proiections 


to provide a space between said ink absorbina member and said wall 


surface and including means for providing ambient air to the spans 
between said ink absorbing member and said wall surface. 




&/) *erGT. (Amended) The ink-supply system of claim tt- r 
[wherein said proiections are formed in] and including an inner 
wall surface of said wall of said ink-supply tank facing said ink- 
supply deliverv port havina proiections to provide a space between 
said ink absorbina member and said wall surface. 






'^ €r ' (Twice Amended) A dot matrix printer comprising: 
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printing means for applying ink in a dot matrix to 
effect printing; and 

an ink supply means for delivering ink to said 
printing means comprising: 

an ink-supply tank formed with an ink-supply 
delivery port having an opening for the passage of ink from said 
ink-supply tank; and 

an ink absorbing member formed of a porous material 
mounted within said ink-supply tank and havincr a surface [ region] 
facing said opening of said ink-supply delivery port, at least the 
entire recrion of said ink absorbinq member at said surface facincr 
said opening of said ink-supply delivery port being compressed so 
as to chancre the porosity of said recrion relative to at least 




another region of the ink absorbing member. 










(Twice Amended) A [The] dot matrix printer [of 
claim 75, wherein! comprisinq: 

printincr means for applyina ink in a dot matrix to 
effect printincr; and 

an ink supply means for deliverincr ink to said 
printincr means comprisinq: 

an ink-supply tank formed with an ink-supply 
delivery port havincr an openina for the passaae of ink from said 




ink-supply tank; and 

an ink absorbinq member formed of a porous material 
mounted within said ink-supply tank and havincr a recrion facincr said 


openina of said ink-supply delivery port, at least the recrion of 


said ink absorbinq member facincr said openina of said ink-supply 


delivery port beina compressed relative to at least another reaion 


of the ink absorbinq member, said ink absorbinq member [carries] 


carryinq substantially all of the ink in said ink-supply tank when 
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said ink-supply tank is filled to the [desired] designed capacity 
of the ink-supply tank[ , said ink-supply tank including an inner 
wall surface having projections to provide a space between said ink 
absorbing member and said wall surface] . 

£0 (Amended) The dot matrix printer of claim ^3, said 

ink su pply tank including an inner wall surface having projections 



to provide a space between said ink absorbing member and said wall 
surface and including means for providing ambient air to the space 
between said ink absorbing member and said wall surface. 



(Twice Amended) A dot matrix printer, comprising: 

printing means for applying ink in a dot matrix to 
effect printing; and 

an ink supply means for delivering ink to said 
printing means comprising: 

an ink-supply tank formed with an ink-supply 
delivery port having an opening for the passage of ink from said 
ink-supply tank and a wall facing said ink-supply delivery port; 
and 

an ink absorbing member substantially filling said 
ink-supply tank and being formed of a porous material mounted 
within said tank, said ink absorbing member having a region forming 
said opening and being compressingly contained in the space defined 
between said wall facing said ink-supply delivery port and said 
ink-supply delivery port so that at least the region of the ink 
absorbing member facing said opening is compressed relative to at 
least another region of the ink absorbing member. 



3| (Twice Amended) A [The] dot matrix printer [of 

claim 90, wherein] comprising: 

printing means for applying ink in a dot matrix to 
effect printing; and 
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an ink supply means for delivering ink to said 
printina means comprisincr: 

an ink-supplv tank formed with an ink-supply 
delivery port havinq an openinq for the passage of ink from said 




ink-supply tank and a wall facincr said ink-supply delivery port; 


and 

an ink absorbing member formed of a porous material 
mounted within said tank, said ink absorbing member having a region 


forming said opening and being compressinglv contained in the space 


defined between said wall facing said ink-supplv deliverv port and 


said ink-supply delivery port so that at least the region of the 


ink absorbing member facing said opening is compressed relative to 


at least another region of the ink absorbing member, said ink 


absorbing member r carries] carrying substantially all of the ink in 

said ink-supply tank when said ink-supply tank is filled to the 

designed capacity of the ink-supply tank[, said ink-supply tank 

including an inner wall surface having projections to provide a 

space between said ink absorbing member and said wall surface] . 

31 

3^ -^ 2 ^- (Amended) The dot matrix printer of claim "S-i, said 
ink supply tank including an inner wall surface having proiections 


to provide a space between said ink absorbing member and said wall 


surface and including means for providing ambient air to the space 
between said ink absorbing member and said wall surface. 










•2t/ -94-. (Amended) The dot matrix printer of claim 

3( 

T wherein said proiections are formed in! and including an inner 
wall surface of said wall of said ink-supply tank facing said ink- 
supply delivery port having proiections to provide a space between 
said ink absorbing member and said wall surface. 
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/ p€ . (Twice Amended) A dot matrix printer comprising: 
printing means for applying ink in a dot matrix to 

effect printing; and 

an ink supply means for delivering ink to said 

printing means comprising: 

an ink-supply tank; 

an ink absorbing member formed of a porous material 
contained within said ink-supply tank; and 

means projecting into said ink-supply tank and 
formed with an opening for receiving and transmitting ink from said 
ink absorbing member for delivery to said printer head, said ink 
absorbing member having a [region] surface facing said opening, at 
least the entire region of said ink absorbing member of said 
surface facing the opening of said ink receiving and transmitting 
means being compressed so as to change the porosity of said region 
relative t o at least another region of the ink absorbing member. 

^3-3re«. (Twice Amended) A [The] dot matrix printer [of 
claim 98, wherein] comprising: 

printing means for applying ink in a dot matrix to 
effect printing; and 

an ink supply means for delivering ink to said 
printing means comprising: 

an ink-supply tank; 

an ink absorbing member formed of a porous material 
contained within said ink-supply tank, said ink absorbing member 
[carries] carrying substantially all of the ink in said ink-supply 
tank when said ink-supply tank is filled to the designed capacity 
of the ink-supply tank[ , said ink-supply tank including an inner 
wall surface having projections to provide a space between said ink 
absorbing member and said wall surface] ; and 

10 



means projecting into said ink-supplv tank and 

formed with an opening for receiving and transmitting ink from said 



ink absorbing member for delivery to said printer head, said ink 
absorbing member having a region facing said opening, at least the 



region of said ink absorbing member facing the opening of said ink 
receiving and transmitting means being compressed relative to at 



/3 



least another region of the ink absorbing member . 

| *~f IcW. (Amended) The dot matrix printer of claim - 10G , 
said ink supply tank including an inner wall surface having 



projections to provide a space between said ink absorbing member 
and said wall surface and including means for providing ambient air 
to the space between said ink absorbing member and said wall 
surface . 



j^-ari^. (Twice Amended) A dot matrix printer, comprising: 

printing means for applying ink in a dot matrix to 
effect printing; and 

an ink supply means for delivering ink to said 
printing means comprising: 

an ink-supply tank formed with an ink-supply 
delivery port having an opening for the passage of ink from said 
ink-supply tank; and 

an ink absorbing member substantially filling said 
ink-supplv tank and being formed of a porous material mounted 
within said tank, said ink absorbing member having a region facing 
said opening and being compressingly contained by the ink-supply 
tank against the ink-supply delivery port so that at least the 
region of the ink absorbing member facing said opening is 
compressed relative to at least another region of the ink absorbing 
member . 
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J-a-e*. (Twice Amended) A [The] dot matrix printer [of 

claim 112, wherein! comprising: 

printina means for applying ink in a dot matrix to 
effect printina; and 

an ink supply means for delivering ink to said 
printina means comprising: 

an ink-supply tank formed with an ink-supply 
delivery port having an opening for the passage of ink from said 




ink-supply tank; and 

an ink absorbing member formed of a porous material 
mounted within said tank, said ink absorbing member having a region 


facing said opening and being compressingly contained by the ink- 


supply tank against the ink-supply delivery port so that at least 


the region of the ink absorbing member facing said opening is 


compressed relative to at least another region of the ink absorbing 


member, said ink absorbing member [carries] carrying substantially 
all of the ink in said ink-supply tank when said ink-supply tank is 
filled to the designed capacity of the ink-supply tank[, said ink- 
supply tank including an inner wall surface having projections to 
provide a space between said ink absorbing member and said wall 
surface] . 

£X -3r2-ar. (Amended) The dot matrix printer of claim 12 0*, 
said ink supply tank including an inner wall surface having 


proiections to provide a space between said ink absorbing member 


and said wall surface and including means for providing ambient air 
to the space between said ink absorbing member and said wall 
surface. 
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(0% (Twice Amended) A method for supplying ink to a 
dot matrix printer comprising: 

providing an ink absorbing member formed of a porous 
material within an ink-supply tank formed with an ink-supply 
delivery port having an opening for the passage of ink from the 
ink-supply tank; 

compressing said ink absorbing member relative to at 
least another recrion thereof at least in the entire recrion [of] at 
a surface of said ink absorbing member facing said opening of said 
ink-supply deliverv Dort so as to chanae the porositv of said 
compressed recrion; and 

withdrawing ink from said ink-supply tank through 
the opening in said ink-supply delivery port. 












//3Jr2^ (Twice Amended) A [The] method [of claim 125, and 
includincr] for supplying ink to a dot matrix printer comprisincr the 
steps of: 

providincf an ink absorbincr member formed of a porous 
material within an ink-supply tank formed with an ink-supply 
delivery port having an opening for the passage of ink from the in- 
supply tank, said ink absorbing member being selected to 
substantially fill the ink-supply tank; 

compressing said ink absorbing member relative to at 
least another region thereof at least in the region of said ink 
absorbing member facing said opening of said ink-supply delivery 
port ; and 

providing a space between at least an inner wall 
surface of the ink-supply tank and the ink absorbing member, and 
including the further step of providing ambient air to said space ; 

withdrawing ink from said ink-supply tank through the 
opening in said ink-supply delivery port. 
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) l4 ^2*S\ (Twice Amended) A [The] method [of claim 125, 
includincr the further step ofl for supplying ink to a dot matrix 
printer comprising the steps of: 




providing an ink absorbing member formed of a porous 
material within an ink-suDDlv tank formed with an ink-suoolv 


delivery port havinq an opening for the passaae of ink from the 


ink-supply tank; 

applying ink to said ink-supply tank so that said 
ink absorbing member carries substantially all of the ink that said 
ink-supply tank was designed to holdjr, 

compressinq said ink absorbing member relative to at 
least another region thereof at least in the region of said ink 


absorbing member facing said opening of said ink-supply delivery 


port ; and 

withdrawing ink from said ink— supply tank through 
the opening in said ink-supply delivery port. 




<jy -ie-ST. (Twice Amended) A method for supplying ink for a 
dot matrix printer comprising: 

providing an ink absorbing member formed of a porous 
material mounted within an ink-supply tank and substantially 
filling the ink-supply tank; 

providing means projecting into said ink-supply tank 
and having an opening for receiving and transmitting ink from said 
ink absorbing member; 

compressing said ink absorbing member relative to at 
least another region thereof at least in the region of the ink 
absorbing member facing the opening of said ink receiving and 
transmitting means ; and 

withdrawing said ink from said ink-supply tank 
through the opening of said ink receiving and transmitting means. 
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£?6>-3r3iF. (Twice Amended) A [The] method [of claim 32, and 
including] for supplying ink for a dot: matrix printer comprising 
the steps of; 

providing an ink absorbing member formed of a porous 
material mounted within an ink-supply tank; 

providing means projecting into said ink-supply tank 
and having an opening for receiving and transmitting ink from said 



ink absorbing member; 

providing a space between at least an inner wall 
surface of the ink-supply tank and the ink absorbing member, and 
including the further step of providing ambient air to said spacer 

compressing said ink absorbing member relative to at 
least another region thereof at least in the entire region at the 



surface of the ink absorbing member facing the opening of said ink 
receiving and transmitting means so as to change the porosity of 



the compressed region; and 

withdrawing said ink from said ink-supply tank 
through the opening of said ink receiving and transmitting means . 



t^f -i3-9"". (Twice Amended) A [The] method [of claim 132, 
including the further step of] for supplying ink for a dot matrix 
printer comprising: 

providing an ink absorbing member formed of a porous 
material mounted within an ink-supply tank; 

applying ink to said ink-supply tank so that said 
ink absorbing member carries substantially all of the ink that said 
ink-supply tank was designed to hold_z_ 

providing means projecting into said ink— supply tank 
and having an opening for receiving and transmitting ink from said 



ink absorbing member; 
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